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“God Never Makes a Promise He Can’t Keep”

A. His extraordinary track record creates great faith

B. Great faith creates extraordinary actions
The higher the hopes, the greater the disappointment when they are dashed.  Kids, your family is supposed to go to Disneyland, but the week of the trip your parents decide to cancel the trip because everyone but you got sick.  Wives, your husband has promised you a relaxing, romantic evening out for dinner.  But at 3pm, he calls you to tell you that a project has major glitches that need to be ironed out before the big presentation tomorrow so he’s going to have to work late instead of taking you out.  Parents, you have the wonderful news that you are pregnant and the excitement and anticipation begins to build.  But ten weeks into the pregnancy, you miscarry and all of those wonderful hopes and plans now turn very sour.  
“Why did I let you get my hopes up?” you say to yourself.  “You should never make a promise you can’t keep” you say to the people who let you down.  
There was a woman in northern Israel who showed great kindness to Elisha, the prophet of God.  She opened her and her husbands’ home to him when he was travelling so that he could be well-rested and well-fed.  She even had an extra room built on to her home just for him to stay in—an extravagant expenditure in those days.  

One day, Elisha decides the woman should be rewarded and offers to give her anything.  She says she needs nothing.  Elisha decides to give her a gift she hasn’t asked for.  He tells her that even though she had no children and her husband was old, the next time he came to visit a year later, she would have a child.  When Elisha announces it she says, “Please don’t toy with me.  Don’t get my hopes up and dangle something like the promise of a child if you can’t deliver.”  

But God never makes a promise he can’t keep.  And sure enough, a year later, the woman had a little boy in her arms.  Boy grew.  She watched him go from nursing at her breast to a little boy who clung tightly to his mother, to a little boy who had grown big enough to go work in the fields with his father.  And it was while he was working in the fields for his father in the heat of the June sun that she watched a servant carry her boy to her.  His head hurt.  She sat him on her knee.  And she felt the life go out of him as he died there on her lap.  
What it must have been like for the mother to feel the life go out of her child on her very lap.  What reaction should there have been?  We would be distraught.  Her culture would have wailed as loudly as possible.  What does she do?  Something extraordinary.  Sets child on bed and calmly tells her husband she’s going to Elisha.  With a single word, she brushes off his inquiries about why she’s going to see God’s prophet when it’s not the time to go see the prophet.  
Not that she wasn’t upset.  Look at what she does!  Goes very quickly.  Intent.  Must get to Elisha.  Gets there and he can see she’s upset from her quick movements.  She clasps his ankles.  And then says, 

“Did I ask you for a son, my lord?  Didn’t I tell you, ‘Don’t raise my hopes’?”  

She does not ask him to do anything about it, she just lets her grief pour out at his feet.  And now Elisha does something extraordinary—he immediately sends his servant with his staff.  But the mother doesn’t follow the servant.  She stays with Elisha and will not leave him.  So he goes with her the 15 miles back to her house.  
On the way, the bad news comes.  Gehazi, Elisha’s servant and the staff have failed.  But it’s not over.  It’s never over.  

Both Elisha and the woman pinned their hopes on God’s track record of dealing with mankind.  They pinned their hopes that God was God and was able to do whatever.  They pinned their hopes that God never makes a promise he can’t keep.  

Elisha enters his own room and sees the dead boy on his bed.  He shuts the door and prays.  Then he does something extraordinary—he stretches himself out on the boy.  He had seen Elijah do this with the widow’s son.  Body gets warm, but that’s it.  Elijah paces back and forth.  This is not what happened with Elijah.  But he does not doubt.  He lays face-to-face on the boy again and then with violent sneezes, the boy comes to life.  
The woman says nothing.  Her actions speak volumes.  She bows, takes her son and leaves.  

This is an extraordinary story.  And yet it’s not unexpected.  We believe what the Shunammite woman believed, what Elisha believed—that God is able to give life in the midst of death.  That’s his track record.  He created life when he breathed into Adam.  He created life in the dead wombs of Sarah and Rachel and had created life in the womb of this woman.  He brought back a widow’s son from death to life.  And now he was able to do this as well.  

The record that God has given us of his flawless track record in keeping his promises creates great faith.  It is a faith that God is the God of life.  It is a record that includes not only this obscure story this morning, but the story of the God of life who took on human flesh and created life in the womb of a virgin.  We see in the story of Jesus at least two resurrections—the dead girl and Lazarus.
But we see in the story of Jesus not only his victory over the death of others, but his own victory over his death.  Death could not contain him.  We see in the record of God that our baptisms have connected us to that living Jesus so that we will no longer die.  This extraordinary story has itself given life.  We were dead and unable to choose God.  So he chose us and shared his perfect track record with us.  And that word of God created great faith in our hearts that believes that God loves us and gave us life and we will truly never die.

Now that great faith creates extraordinary actions when a loved one dies.  We lay our loved one down and we run as fast as possible to cling to the feet of Jesus.  We don’t want to move from his side.  We stay by him and wait on him to make good on his promise of resurrection.  It is a long trip home for us.  But on Judgment Day, Jesus will appear before all of those bodies who lay still and motionless and say the word and they will come to life.  There will again be flesh where there had been decay.  There will be warmth in bodies grown cold.  There will be motion in the motionless.  There will be breath and life where there had been still death.  
Our faith creates extraordinary actions when we face our own death.  We cling to his promises because we know that God never makes a promise that he cannot keep.  And God has promised us this morning, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" 

And the faith which he has created in our hearts responds "Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Christ,[b] the Son of God, who was to come into the world." 

God has promised us this morning:

1Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death…if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness.

And the faith which he has created in our hearts does something extraordinary—our minds find themselves set on what God wants for us, not what our sinful nature wants.  Our minds submit to the will of God glady. Our minds are full of peace and life.  Extraordinary!
Our experiences in this life teach us to be cynical and to expect the worse.  They temper our hopes and but restraints on our joy—lest it be short-lived.  There will never be an end to people, promises and situations that disappoint.  There is no guarantee that any human planning in which we place hope will happen on this earth.  That is the track record of human beings who—even though well-intentioned, have a long record of broken promises and bitter disappointment.

When you feel disappointed, when you head is down and your heart is heavy, turn to God’s Word.  Soak in these true stories of believers who have gone before you.  See how God always keeps his promises, even in the midst of heartbreak.  Let God’s record strengthen your trust in him.  Let his firm promises lead you to extraordinary action.  And every time you read a promise that God has made to you in his Word, bank on it.  Because our God never makes a promise that he cannot keep.

AMEN.

